
ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

 
 

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church is a joyful community, grounded in the love of Christ that welcomes and 
includes ALL with meaningful worship, service to the community, and commitment to growing as faithful 

Christians. 
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WELCOME!  
 

We at St. Margaret's are excited by the new life and transformation in this place, 
and we are delighted that you are here to worship with our parish this fall. We are a 
congregation committed to celebrating Christ’s enduring love and respect for the 
dignity of all.  
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, dirt 
poor, filthy rich, yo no habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are 
crying new-borns, skinny as a rail or could afford to lose a few pounds.  
 
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like some clergy who can’t 
carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up 
or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re more Anglican than the Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s Baptism.  
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to 
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, 
starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome 
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having 
problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve 
been there too.  
 
If you blew all your offering money at the casino in downtown Baton Rouge, you’re 
welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work 
too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to 
church.  
 
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to 
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a 
kid or got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers 
and doubters, bleeding hearts...and you! 
 

✠   ✠   ✠ 
 

As we celebrate the second half of the long Season after Pentecost, we will be using 
the vestments created for St Margaret’s in honor of our very own Norma and Fr. 
Denny Allman, which uses the Louisiana Tartan. The Mass setting for this season 
links us to our Celtic roots of our patron St. Margaret of Scotland since we are 
using parts of the Mass of the Celtic Saints by Liam Lawton. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
  
PRELUDE I SING A SONG OF THE SAINTS OF GOD 
 
WELCOME 
 
GATHERING MUSIC A LITANY OF SAINTS 
   People           Pray for us! 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION  
 
            Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
   People           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 

          Amen.  
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.    
 

SONG OF PRAISE 
  
 

DUE TO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNITY VIRAL SPREAD THROUGH SINGING, THERE WILL BE NO 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNODY. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
 

 Presider God be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Presider Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship 
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your 
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable 
joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
 

THE FIRST READING       Revelation 7:9-17 
 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They 
cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALTER PSALM 34:1-10,22 
 

       1I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
  his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
 2I will glory in the Lord; * 
  let the humble hear and rejoice. 
 3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * 
  let us exalt his Name together. 
 4I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 
  and delivered me out of all my terror. 
 5Look upon him and be radiant, * 
  and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me * 
  and saved me from all my troubles. 
 7The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 
  and he will deliver them. 
 8Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 
  happy are they who trust in him! 
 9Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 
  for those who fear him lack nothing. 
 10The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 
  but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
 22The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * 
  and none will be punished who trust in him 
 

THE PSALM WILL BE CHANTED BY THE CANTOR 
 
THE SECOND READING  1 JOHN 3:1-3 
 

 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 
will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:1-12 

 
 Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 

 
 Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON THE VERY REV. TOMMY DILLON 
 RECTOR 
  
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Intercessor  
With clean hearts and a pure faith, let us ascend the hill of the Lord, offering our 
prayers and thanksgivings to the one who hears our petitions and answers our call, 
responding, “Hear us, O Host of Heaven.” 
In thanksgiving for many peoples, languages, tribes and nations, whose diversity of 
thought and action become blessings to all who seek the fullness of God’s presence 
in the midst of daily life; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
In thanksgiving for the Eucharistic Meal in which we are fed by Christ, who reveals 
his goodness and invites us to trust in his love with our whole heart, and soul, and 
mind; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
For the commitment and strength to share God’s blessings throughout the world, 
honoring those who hunger and thirst, who mourn, and who live in fear and 
anxiety, giving out of our weaknesses to fill the hopes of others; let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
For the peacemakers who proclaim justice in the marketplace, and petition prime 
ministers, presidents and legislators, to turn the ways of war into the dividends of 
peace; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
For those who volunteer their time to enlighten the lives of others, especially those 
who work in our schools, recreational centers, and wherever young people seek 
enrichment and encouragement; let us pray to the Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
For holy women and men who have died in the light of Christ, and whose 
righteousness inspired the faithful of every generation; may their souls and the 
souls of unsung heroes in every age enter the gates of paradise; let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Hear us, O Host of Heaven. 
 
In companionship with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Margaret, and all the saints, we 
continue the offering of our prayers. 

(Special intentions of the congregation, the diocese, and the Anglican Communion are added here either 
silently or aloud) 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 

Presider 
 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

 Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 People And also with you. 
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Announcements are made and blessings for anniversaries and birthdays are given. 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 
The Presider says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 Psalm 50:14 

Contributions – online as well as via snail mail! 
To enable us to continue doing what we do as a congregation, supporting one another 
and our neighbors, we particularly appreciate your continued financial support, as you 
are able. We are checking our mail and making deposits. We also now have a donate 
button on our website: https://www.saintmargarets/support-st-margarets.  
To give a gift now to the ministries of St Margaret’s, you can scan the QR code at the 
left with your mobile phone.  Thank you so much for your support 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC       THERE IS ROOM FOR US  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 
 

 Presider The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Presider Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 
glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 
the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly 
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Presider and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Presider continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, 
or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus 
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
from generation to generation. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. 
 

 

 
 

Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Instructions for Communion found on Newsletter insert 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC THE BEATITUDES 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 Presider Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING  

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, 
to know the hope to which he has called you. Amen.  

God, who has given you an example of holy living and holy dying in the witness of 
the saints, bring you to share their glorious inheritance. Amen.  

God, who calls you friends and fellow citizens with the saints, give you grace to 
walk in the way of Christ. Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

RECESSIONAL MUSIC SOON AND VERY SOON 
 
THE DISMISSAL 

Presider: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

✠   ✠   ✠ 
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