SAINT MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church is a joyful community, grounded in the love of Christ that welcomes and includes
ALL with meaningful worship, service to the community, and commitment to growing as faithful Christians.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022 • 8 and 10:00a.m.
Holy Eucharist: Rite II

WELCOME!
We at St. Margaret's are excited by the new life and transformation in this place, and we are delighted
that you are here to worship with our parish this Advent season. We are a congregation committed to
celebrating Christ’s enduring love and respect for the dignity of all.
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, dirt poor, filthy rich, yo no
habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying new-borns, skinny as a rail or could
afford to lose a few pounds.
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like some clergy who can’t carry a note in a bucket.
You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re
more Anglican than the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s
Baptism.
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are
growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers,
vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if
you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been
there too.
If you blew all your offering money at the casino in downtown Baton Rouge, you’re welcome here. We
offer a special welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or
because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a
prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and wound up here
by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts...and you!

✠ ✠ ✠
To the Parents of Our Young Children:
Relax! God puts the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! Sit toward the front
where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s going on at the altar: they tire of seeing the backs of other’s heads.
Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of the priest, altar servers, musicians, etc., say the prayers and voice the
responses. Children learn liturgical behaviors by copying you. If you must leave the service with your child, feel free to do so,
but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” Remember that the way we welcome children in church
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God and to one another. Let them know that they are at home in this
house of worship.

To Our Parishioners:
The presence of children is a gift to the Church, and they are a reminder that our parish is growing. Please welcome our
children and give their parents a smile of encouragement. If the wiggles and giggles of children distract you for the 10 am
service, you are invited to attend the 8 am service.
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PRELUDE
WELCOME
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
A member of the community lights 1 candle on the wreath

Presider: May the light that shines forth from them illumine our way as we journey towards
Christmas; may the light that shines forth from them illumine our lives as we wait in hope
for the birth of the Christ-child.
We ask this through Christ who is the Light of the World.
Amen.

ADVENT I WREATH SONG

TUNE: PERSONENT HODIE,WORDS BY DOUG CHAPLIN

Take this light, let it shine:
call of God, love divine,
summons old Abram’s line,
hope for all the nations
gift of God’s salvation.
Shine, O candles, shine,
Burn with love divine,
to the night,
comes the light
of the Father’s glory.
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THE WORD OF GOD
PROCESSION

Presider
People

HYMNAL 1982 #57

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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KYRIE

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
THE FIRST READING
1

ISAIAH 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
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they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5

Lector
People

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALTER

PSALM 122

A member of the choir or the cantor will chant the Psalm during Advent
1

I was glad when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
4
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, *
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
5
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
“May they prosper who love you.
7
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8
For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”

THE SECOND READING
11

Romans 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Lector
People
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

THE HOLY GOSPEL
Gospeller
People

MATTHEW 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
[Jesus said to his disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

LESTER MUT
A.C. Marble School for Theological Studies, Seminarian
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SUNG CREED

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us pray to the Lord saying, “Teach us your
ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.”
Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light. Let us live honorably as salvation draws ever nearer.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into
pruning hooks. May we learn war no more.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet you and the crops of the fields
burst forth in praise.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, this city. May there be peace and prosperity within our walls. Make clear our
paths that we may walk in your light.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from their darkness that they may
rejoice in your light. May all those waiting for healing find your salvation is near.
The congregation is invited to add their petitions and thanksgivings, followed by silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that day when the Son of Man will
return, with the saints at rest, to reign with us forever and ever.
Silence
Teach us your ways, O God,

That we may walk in your paths.
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THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Presider

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements are made and blessings for anniversaries and birthdays are given.
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OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Presider says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14
Contributions – online as well as via snail mail!
To enable us to continue doing what we do as a congregation, supporting one another and our
neighbors, we particularly appreciate your continued financial support, as you are able. We are
checking our mail and making deposits. We also now have a donate button on our website:
https://www.saintmargarets/support-st-margarets. To give a gift now to the ministries of St
Margaret’s, you can scan the QR code at the left with your mobile phone. Thank you so much
for your support

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS
Presider and People

The People stand or kneel.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with St. Margaret and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Presider
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Instructions for Communion
All persons are welcome at the Lord’s table; to receive Holy Communion or a Blessing. Baptized Christians of all ages and
denomination may receive the elements. To receive a blessing rather than the elements, cross your arms over your chest as you kneel
or stand at the altar rail. To receive communion please hold out your crossed hands, open palms up, for the bread, and then help
guide the chalice to your lips to receive the wine; cross your arms over your chest if you do not wish to receive the wine. Please blot
lipstick before drinking from the chalice. At this time wine will be consumed by drinking from the chalice or via Intinction (the
dipping of the consecrated bread into the chalice). The Lay Eucharistic Minister can do this for you.

COMMUNION HYMN
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MY HEART SINGS OUT #56

GREAT SILENCE AFTER COMMUNION
We are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. The quiet will begin and end with a bell
after the post communion hymn. For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness
are offered as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Presider

Let us pray.

Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ADVENT BLESSING
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded
with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Hymnal 66

THE DISMISSAL
Presider
People

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

✠ ✠ ✠
From riteplanning.com.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE HOUR IN THE PARISH HALL FOLLOWING
THIS SERVICE FOR FELLOWSHIP AND HOSPITALITY
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