
An Order for Compline 
Wednesday in Holy Week 

The Officiant begins 
The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect 
end. Amen. 

Officiant Our help is in the Name of  the Lord; 
People  The maker of  heaven and earth. 

The Officiant may then say 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of  your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of  life, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 

May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of  all our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



The Officiant then says 
  O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 70 
 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
  O Lord, make haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
 and altogether dismayed; * 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
  draw back and be disgraced. 

 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, * 
  because they are ashamed. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
  let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
  “Great is the Lord!” 

 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
  come to me speedily, O God. 

 6You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
  O Lord, do not tarry. 

At the end of  the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



Reading 

A reading from the Gospel of  John 13:21-32 

Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of  you 
will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of  whom he 
was speaking. One of  his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was 
reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus 
of  whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, 
“Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece 
of  bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the 
piece of  bread, he gave it to Judas son of  Simon Iscariot. After he received 
the piece of  bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly 
what you are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this 
to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus 
was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of  bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night. 

 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of  Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If  God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself  and will glorify him at once.” 

Officiant  The Word of  the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

A hymn suitable for the evening may be sung. 

Then follows 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of  truth. 
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of  your eye; 
R.    Hide us under the shadow of  your wings. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.  

Officiant Lord, hear our prayer; 
People  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

Collect for Wednesday in Holy Week 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and 
his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of  
the present time, confident of  the glory that shall be revealed; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 



Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 

The service concludes with the Song of  Simeon with this Antiphon, which 
is sung or said by all 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of  mine have seen the Savior, * 
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
   and the glory of  your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

All repeat the Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant concludes 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless us and keep us. Amen. 


