
An Order for Compline 
July 10, 2020:  Vigil of Benedict of Nursia 

The Officiant begins 

Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  Amen. 
  
Officiant  Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People  The maker of heaven and earth. 

The Officiant may then say 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 

May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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The Officiant then says O God, make speed to save us. 
People   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia 

Psalm 119: 10-16, 105 

With my whole heart I seek you; * 
  let me not stray from your commandments. 

I treasure your word in my heart, * 
  so that I may not sin against you. 

Blessed are you, O Lord; * 
 teach me your statutes. 
   
With my lips I declare * 
 the decrees of your mouth. 

I rejoice to do your will, * 
 as though all riches were mine. 

I will meditate on your precepts, * 
  and give attention to your ways. 

My delight is in your statutes; * 
  I will not forget your word. 

Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
 and a light upon my path. 
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At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

Reading:  Proverbs 4: 1-4, 10-13 
  
Listen, my children, to a father’s instruction; 
    pay attention and gain understanding. 

I give you sound learning, 
    so do not forsake my teaching. 

For I too was a son to my father, 
    still tender, and cherished by my mother. 

Then he taught me, and he said to me, 
    “Take hold of my words with all your heart; 
    keep my commands, and you will live. 

Listen carefully, my child, incline the ear of your heart, 
    and the years of your life will be many. 

I instruct you in the way of wisdom 
    and lead you along straight paths. 

When you walk, your steps will not be hampered; 
    when you run, you will not stumble. 

Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; 
    guard it well, for it is your life. 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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A hymn suitable for the evening may be sung.  

Then follows 

V.    Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R.    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
V.    Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
R.    Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  

Officiant  Lord, hear our prayer; 
People  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Page 4



The Officiant then says the following Collects 

Gracious God, whose service is perfect freedom and in whose 
commandments there is nothing harsh nor burdensome, grant that we 
with your servant Benedict, may listen with attentive minds, pray with 
fervent hearts, and serve you with willing hands, so that we live at peace 
with one another and in obedience to your Word, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 

O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning and rest we shall be 
saved, in quietness and confidence shall be our strength.  By the might 
of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may be still 
and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered.  

The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon, which 
is sung or said by all 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.   

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
   and the glory of your people Israel. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

All repeat the Antiphon 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.   

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant concludes 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless us and keep us.  Amen. 
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