A PUBLIC SERVICE OF HEALING
THE FEAST OF
HILARY OF POITIERS
BISHOP, 367

JANUARY 13, 2021

THE WORD OF GOD
Presider:
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects.
Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially
those who come here seeking your healing grace for themselves and for
others. Give them patience and hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold
them in mind and body; and grant, by your intervention, that all your people
may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus Christ, in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Keep us steadfast, Lord God, in that true faith that we professed at our
baptism; that, like your servant Hilary of Poitiers, we may rejoice in
having you for our Father, and may abide in your Son, in the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit; for you live and reign for ever and ever as one God in
Trinity of Persons. Amen.

THE EPISTLE
1 JOHN 2:18-25
Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that antichrist is coming, so
now many antichrists have come. From this we know that it is the last hour.
They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But by going out they
made it plain that none of them belongs to us. But you have been anointed by
the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge. I write to you, not because you
do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie
comes from the truth. Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. No
one who denies the Son has the Father; everyone who confesses the Son has
the Father also. Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son
and in the Father. And this is what he has promised us, eternal life.
PSALM 119:97-104

Quomodo dilexi!
97 Oh, how I love your law! *
all the day long it is in my mind.
98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *
and it is always with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *
for your decrees are my study.
100 I am wiser than the elders, *
because I observe your commandments.
101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *
that I may keep your word.
102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *
because you yourself have taught me.
103 How sweet are your words to my taste! *
they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.
104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *
therefore I hate every lying way.

THE GOSPEL

LUKE 15:1-7
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them."
So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance."
SHARED HOMILY
A LITANY OF HEALING
The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven;

Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way.
Holy Mary, Mother of God;

Pray for us and the people of the world.
For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens;

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the
consolation of your love.

Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may
be made whole;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or
overwhelmed, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation,
and in the world;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep
them safe and healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth
and that our life and death are with each other;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this time of distress in our
country, and love for our neighbors;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Let our hearts be not afraid;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

You are the Lord who does wonders:

You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:

And in your light we see light.

Let us pray:
A period of silence follows.
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace
of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
PRAYERS FOR HEALING
The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for
prayer. The minister then prays silently, then prays aloud using one of the following forms or
similar words.
I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you
will be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the
healing power of the Spirit. Amen.
After all are anointed
May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day
be your companion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the
Holy Spirit be your strength, and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name
we pray. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us
strength. May God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls,

and bring us safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and
ever. Amen.
THE PEACE

HILARY, BISHOP OF POITIERS
(c. 315-c. 367). Bishop and theologian. He was born in Poitiers, Gaul
(France). Around 353 he was consecrated Bishop of Poitiers and spent most
of his episcopal life fighting the Arians and defending the great Nicene
theologian, Athanasius. Hilary also promoted the work of Martin of Tours,
who introduced monasticism into Gaul. His most significant writing was De
Trinitate (On the Trinity), the first extensive study of this doctrine in the
west, which was written against the Arians. Jerome called him "the trumpet of
the Latins against the Arians," and he also was called "the Athanasius of the
West." In 1851 Pope Pius IX named him a Doctor of the Church. He is
commemorated in the Episcopal calendar of the church year on Jan. 13.

