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WELCOME!  
 

We at St. Margaret's are excited by the new life and transformation in this place, 
and we are delighted that you are here to worship with our parish this fall. We are a 
congregation committed to celebrating Christ’s enduring love and respect for the 
dignity of all.  
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, dirt 
poor, filthy rich, yo no habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are 
crying new-borns, skinny as a rail or could afford to lose a few pounds.  
 
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like some clergy who can’t 
carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up 
or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re more Anglican than the Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s Baptism.  
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to 
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, 
starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome 
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having 
problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve 
been there too.  
 
If you blew all your offering money at the casino in downtown Baton Rouge, you’re 
welcome here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work 
too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to 
church.  
 
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to 
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a 
kid or got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers 
and doubters, bleeding hearts...and you! 
 

✠   ✠   ✠ 
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THE WORD OF GOD  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

The people standing, the Presider says 

            Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
   People           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 

          Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

  
SONG OF PRAISE  
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
 Presider God be with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 Presider Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples 
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under 
his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 



 4 

THE LESSONS 

THE FIRST READING      EZEKIEL 34:11-16,20-24 

11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good 
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 
lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 
them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALTER PSALM 100 
 CHANTED  

 
   1Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
  serve the Lord with gladness 
  and come before his presence with a song. 
 2Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
  he himself has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 3Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
 go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 4For the Lord is good; 
 his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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THE SECOND READING  EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 25:31-46 
 

 Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

[Jesus said,] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats 
at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will 
say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  
43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 
 

 Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
THE SERMON THE VERY REV. TOMMY DILLON 
 RECTOR 
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Jesus the Christ, you reign in glory as our King, and to you we lift our voices in 
prayer, saying, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

That we may serve God with gladness and generosity, discovering his likeness in 
those who hunger and thirst, in those who are threadbare and in prison, and in 
those who are sick, lonely, depressed, sorrowful, and rejected; let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the forgiveness of our sins, the times when we were blind to the needs of 
others, and deaf to their shout for assistance, that we may move beyond our selfish 
greed and love with the measure that Jesus loves humanity; let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the leaders of our Church may receive the immeasurable greatness of God, 
seeking the holy way with every step they take, guiding the faithful and those who 
have strayed into the glorious dwelling place of divine love; let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the sea and the dry land, molded by the Creator’s imagination, that we may 
cherish the gifts they bring forth, and be good stewards of their fragile ecosystems; 
let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the sin of division may be lifted from family life, and from wherever it 
fractures the bonds of affection or movements toward peace, that forgiving what is 
past and trusting in God’s future, we may work to reveal the kingdom in our time; 
let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the righteous dead may live into eternal life, and that those who have gone 
astray may receive the mercy of the Maker; let us pray. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Rejoicing in the reign of Christ over all creation, let us continue our prayers. 

(Special intentions of the congregation, the diocese, and the Anglican Communion are added here either 
silently or aloud) 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 

Presider 
 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Presider says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Presider and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

 Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
 People And also with you. 
 
 

Announcements are made and blessings for anniversaries and birthdays are given. 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Presider says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 Psalm 50:14 
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Contributions – online as well as via snail mail! 
To enable us to continue doing what we do as a congregation, supporting one another and our 
neighbors, we particularly appreciate your continued financial support, as you are able. We 
are checking our mail and making deposits. We also now have a donate button on our website: 
https://www.saintmargarets/support-st-margarets. To give a gift now to the ministries of St 
Margaret’s, you can scan the QR code at the left with your mobile phone.  Thank you so much 
for your support 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC              ONE PURE & HOLY PASSION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
People and Presider 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING  

God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be 
with you, now and always. Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL MUSIC O WORSHIP THE KING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Presider: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 

✠   ✠   ✠ 
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